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Abstract: 
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examines the economic history of Uzbekistan from the oldest 
period to the present: such as the ancient, medieval, new era, as 
well as the existing problems and issues of expert training on each 
period. 
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Inroduction. Early economic views and economic history as a science. In the ancient world, economic 
knowledge emerged 4,000 years ago in the form of views on the organization of economic 
management. This can be seen in the laws of Hammurabi (Babylon) or Manu (India) where private 
property was protected or taxes. The ancient existence of such views in the Turan region is evidenced 
by the works of Avesta, Behistun, Naqshi Rustam and Greek historians, as well as archeological 
monuments of this period. 


In the world, the science of economic history in the modern sense arose in Europe in the 19th century, 
and it was separated from political economy. Economic history is an interdisciplinary subject. It was 
created at the intersection of historical and economic sciences. In Europe, William Petty's "A Treatise 
of Taxes & Contributions" (1662), Adam Smith's "An Inquiry into the Nature and Causes of the 
Wealth of Nations" (1776) are the first works devoted to economic history. It can be said that, unlike 
Europe, in Turkestan, various branches of the economy: tax, finance, economic management issues are 
widely covered in the works of medieval authors in our region. An example of this is the works of 
authors such as Beruni, Farabi, Nizamulmulk, or fiqh books created by scholars such as Marginani and 
Bukhari. Usually, researchers look at jurisprudence works only as sources of a religious nature. 
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However, such an approach is a mistake, and these works are important sources that shed light on the 
history of economic relations of their time. For example, in Marginani's work "Hidaya", which is 
related to Islamic jurisprudence, we can observe the introduction of some procedures that were in 
practice in the area before Islam under the name of " fatwas" of Khurasan scholars or Balkh jurists to 
certain property relations that are specific to the Turan region and are not in the practical experience of 
Islam. In general, Sogdian documents are a clear example of the fact that knowledge and laws related 
to economic relations existed in our region even before Islam. 


The science of modern economic history, which was formed in Europe in the 19th century, which we 
mentioned above, includes the following directions: 


financial history; 
trading history; 


agricultural history; 


VV V WV 


craft history; 
>» history of industrial production. 


It should be noted that the study of the history of the economy of Uzbekistan also took place and 
developed on the basis of these directions. 


In the 20th century, several new and special directions appeared in the history of economy: the history 
of techniques and technologies, the history of technical discoveries, the history of individual economic 
events, the history of individual industries and enterprises, and the history of domestic and foreign 
trade. 


The subject of the science of economic history: the development of the economic activity of peoples 
from primitive times to the present. 


Today, in the naming of this science in the world, it is called from the history of the economy of 
individual countries and regions (for example, the history of the English economy, the history of the 
African economy, etc.) to the history of the world economy. Also, in German and Russian 
historiography, it was called "History of the People's Economy", "History of Economic Life", "History 
of Economic Life". Similar names can be found in the names of the works ‘related to the economic 
history of Uzbekistan during the colonial period . For this reason, when researching works written in 
the colonial period, students of economic history should pay attention to any works with similar titles. 
At the same time, we can see that many of the works written from the Soviet period to the present day 


are researching joint, that is, economic and social issues *. Of course, it is known that the concept of 


"For example: Marepuanbi K XapakTepucTuKe HapogHoro xo3siictBa B TypKectane, ory. 1, CIH6, 1911; Meanoe IL. 
Xo3alicTBo OscyubapcKux Welixos. K uctropuu deosaibHoro 3emseBaqeHua B CpezHeli A3suu B XVI-XVII ss. M., JL, 
1954. 

TAzaqaes @, Tamkent Bo BTOpoii nomoBHHe XIX Beka. OuepKn CONMabHO-9KOHOMMUCCKON H NOMMTHUeCKOl MCTOpHH. 
TaumkenT, 1959; Ha3apos O. M. Coser xokuMuaTuHuur TypkucToHya aMalira OWIMpHsiraH WKTHMONM-HKTHCOAMH cuécaTH 
Ba YHHHT JeMorpaduk xKapaéusapra TabcupH (1920 iunru axouMHH pylixatra OMI MabstyMoTIapu acocuya) //Bsriay B 
mpomtoe. — 2019. — No. 25. 
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"economic and social" was included in historiography within the framework of the ideology of the 
Soviet era. This situation in itself raises the question of whether economic history should be studied 
separately from social issues or whether it should be included. In addition, it shows that in our history 
there is still a lack of a single name, definition, concept and direction in the study of economic history, 
and in many cases the tradition of the Soviet era continues. 


Problems of the history of the early medieval economy. The historical sources of this period also 
consist mainly of archaeological sources. In addition, there are some works, inscriptions, documents 
and numismatic objects. The Sughd documents alone serve as a valuable source for illuminating the 
economic history of this period. Looking at studies on the economic history of Turan in the early 
Middle Ages, it is noteworthy that there is a large amount of work, mainly on trade relations and 
crafts. However, there are few studies about the state of agriculture and its role in the economy, which 
is one of the problems of the economic history of this period. The large number of works on trade 
relations can be explained by the relatively large number of sources on this topic. At this point , it can 
be said that trade routes, in particular, the issue of the "Great Silk Road", from its name to its 
importance in economic life, is one of the problems that have not been scientifically concluded. There 
is also the question of the description of Turan as an important region on the trade route between China 
and the West. This may also lead to the conclusion that Turan was not a central place in trade relations 
and served as a stop on trade routes. 


Problems of the history of the economy of the Middle Ages. by Muslim scholars in the 9th - 15th 
centuries many advanced economic concepts was developed. Including: investment, accounting, 
finance monetary relations, money transfers (link - barot), deposits, waqf, allowances, promissory 
notes, checks, credit, taxes, trade contracts, economic partnership - companies were created to regulate 
concepts. Many of these concepts were transferred to Europe. 


Currently, we have studied only some aspects of these concepts and practices. For example, the history 
of money transfers, checks, and securities, which are widely practiced in the Muslim East, is a question 
that has been studied at a record level in our country? In the Middle Ages, a person who left 
Samarkand had the opportunity to receive money in Baghdad or Cairo through a money transfer, and 
cash a security. Iranian researchers report that this practice was not only with European countries 
within the Islamic world. At the same time, accounting work has not been studied. 


Introduction of allowances for economic and social protection of the population. This was done with 
zakat collected from the population. Ghazali believes that the state should pay benefits not only to the 
poor, but also to the middle class in times of disaster and famine . 


Turkish scientists proved that the opinion that the common people (peasants and artisans) in the 
Middle East in the Middle Ages were always or often close to the subsistence level (proj.min.) was 
wrong, and even the purchasing power and economic status of an unskilled worker was higher than the 
subsistence level. Of course, the implementation of such research in the case of Turkestan is one of the 
problems of economic history. 


The following conclusions can be reached after a short and general analysis of the economic 
development and depression of Turkestan in the Middle Ages. In the history of our country, the main 
factor of economic growth was related to political stability, centralized power, and in particular, the 
presence of a political leader who was able to implement these measures. We can see this in the 
example of rulers like Amir Temur, Abdulakhon II, Ismail Somani, Mirza Ulugbek. 
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Similarly, when we analyze periods of economic depression, it can be attributed to the following three 
factors: 


1. Invasion of our country. Achaemenids, Alexander, Arabs, Genghis Khan, Nadir Shah, Russians. 
For example: Tabari writes that at the time of the Arab invasion, Kabaj khatun was valued at 
200,000 dirhams. (A dirham is 3-4 grams of silver, about 60 million). 


2. Mutual wars. For example, the period after Amir Temur was characterized by internal struggles or, 
as Firadsul Iqbal calls it, the famine in Khorezm in the 18th century, the decline of the economy at 
the level of cannibalism. 


3. Weather factor. Natural disasters, changes in rivers. For example, the 535 world cold, 1877 
Tashkent and Kurama regions 


In Turkestan, which is considered an agrarian country, the economic history of the Middle Ages is 
directly related to its agricultural history. As the agricultural sector in the region was depressed, it had 
a direct negative impact on other sectors of the economy (trade, handicrafts, etc.). It is impossible to 
imagine the development of industries without agriculture. Agriculture was based on irrigated farming 
in Turkestan, which has a dry climate. Naturally, irrigated agriculture develops with construction and 
repair of irrigation facilities, construction of new ditches, dams. In order to carry out these activities, 
we had to have a strong authority and a strong leader. 


Trade matters. Foreign trade. It is known that almost all of the ancient ambassadors were considered 
great merchants along with ambassadorial relations. For this reason, the history of embassy relations 
should be extensively studied not only from the point of view of economic history, but also from the 
point of view of political history. The view that foreign trade in Turkestan was in crisis due to the 
"Great geographical discoveries" of the 15th century entered the scientific literature. However, in the 
16th-19th centuries, it is possible to observe a sharp increase in caravanserais in large cities of the 
country. Of course, this is self-evident. For this reason, it is necessary to review and scientifically 
analyze the issues in this regard. 


Sources. It is known that manuscripts are one of the main sources of information on the history of this 
period. However, the extent to which the information in these works is true, how to use them, and 
critical analysis are problematic issues. Especially the data on the number of the population and the 
number of troops in the sources that are directly related to the economy . In this case, the 
representation of numbers may be associated with certain mystical or symbolic concepts. For example, 
the occurrence of the quantity in the sources as four elements, eighteen thousand, universe, thousand 
and one nights is related to these concepts. Therefore, experts working with sources are asked to pay 
attention to this situation when deriving a quantity related to a statistical quantity. 


On the historiography of the economic history of the Middle Ages. The first group of the economic 
history of the Bukhara Khanate (Emirate) is made up of works created during the Russian colonial 
period. Various aspects of the socio-economic and political history of the khanate, land-water 
relations, forms of ownership, internal and external trade relations, and a number of issues have been 
thoroughly studied in these researches and publications. The works of Semyonov, Akhmedov , 
Chekhovich, Abduraimov, Vildanova, Dzalilova, Davidovich, Mukminova , Sukhareva, Ziyoev, 
Muhammadjonov and other authors can be included in the sentence of these studies . 


For example, one of the major studies, which sheds light on the economic history of the Bukhara 
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Khanate created during the Soviet era, analyzed both historical sources and documents, M. 
Abduraimov 's* masterpiece. 


Also, "Ocherk pozemelno-podatnogo 1 nalogovogo ustroystva b . Bukharan khanate. A number of 
studies such as "Tashkent" are valuable because they are written on the basis of primary sources. 


Ivanov’ , Chekhovich’ , Vildanova™ a series of studies of large-scale administrative and economic 
documents of the ichaniaté are the works that are included in scientific treatment for the first time. It 
should be recognized that the research of historical documents has not yet been carried out on this 
scale. 


Ahmedov**, Dzhalilova** serves as a guide for researchers to work with the sources of economic 
history of the Khanate. In addition, during this period, large-scale research on certain issues was 
carried out. In particular, Mukminova's “works related to endowments, crafts, trade relations and 
other areas of socio-economic life. about the strata of Sukhareva™, Ziyaev's'** was widely covered in 
his works. 


However, it should be noted that the economic history of the Khanate was judged by the researches of 
the Soviet era in the framework of the communist ideology, which requires a reconsideration of this 
topic. Respecting the research on this topic and their scientific level, it is necessary to approach the 
topic from a new perspective in future research, especially in this volume. 


radical changes took place in the study of the history of Uzbek statehood . In the research and literature 
carried out in these periods, issues related to the life and activities of Sufism scholars who made an 
important contribution to the cultural, spiritual and educational life of the 16th century Bukhara 
Khanate, scientific and literary heritage. objective interpretation began in a new spirit. 


In particular, among these studies, A. Ziya G. Agzamova, H. Toraev, G. Sultonova, S. Inoyatov, O. 
Hayitova, Q. Rajabov, A. Zamonovy, R. Kholikova, Kh. Ghulomov 's works can be noted separately. Of 
foreign researchers dedicated to the economic history of the Bukhara Khanate make up the third group. 
Among them, in the works of Bregel, McChesney, Scott Levi, Burton, Welsford, Anke Von Kiigelgen, 


i Aoxzypaumos M. A. Ouepknu arpapHbix OTHOWeHHH B byxapcKom xaHcTBe B XVI-nepBol nomoBHHe XIX Beka. TallKeHt. 
1966. 
‘ Vpanos ILI. Xos3siicrso yxyiiGapcKux meiixos. K ucropuu deosastbHoro 3emueBayqenua B Cpegueii A3uu B XVI-XVII 
BB. M., JI., 1954 

Pesan O.]]. byxapcxue mo3zemembuble akTbt XVI-XIX Bp. / I[poOmempl uctounukopeyenua. TV. M., 1955; O 
IMIMIOMaTHKe H TepHosH3alHH CpeqHea3sMvaTcKux akToB / UcTouHHKOBeseHHe HU TEKCTONOTHA CpeHEBEKOBOTO Eruiciero 
u Cpeguero Boctoxa. M., 1984 
 Uexosuy O.J]., Bunpnanoza A.B. Bax Cy6xan-xynu-xana Byxapcxoro 1693 r. // IlucbmMenubie namaTHuKn Boctoxa. 
Exxerogunk 1973. M., 1979. 
 Axmegos B.A. Herons: -reorpauyeckas sHTepatypa Cpegueii A3sun XVI-XVIII BB. (”ucbMeHHbIe MaMATHHKHM) 
ye 1985. 

wag K uctopuu arpapHblx OTHOWeHH B rocygapcTBe LleiOanu-xana B Hayase XVI Bexa / OHY. 1963, Nod. 

™ Myxmuuosa PT. K ucropum arpapHbix orHomenuii B Y3Oexuctane XVI zB. Ho marepuanam "Bakd-Hame". TamiKkent, 
1966. 
"? Cyxapesa O.A. Kpaprambuas o6umHa no3qHedeosambHoro ropoza Byxapsr (B cBa3M C McTOpHeii KBapTasoB). M., 1976. 
" 3usep X. PasBHuTHe 9KOHOMMYeCKHX, MOJIMTHYeCKUX KYJIBTYPHBIX CBA3eH Y30ekuctana c Poccneli (kone XVI - 
Hayao XIX Bexa); V3 pyccko-6yxapcKux mocombcKux cBa3eli XVII Bexa (Pycckuii mocon byxappr B Mockse) / 
OOmiecTBeHHbIe Hayku B Y30eKuctaHe. 1984, Nel, 12. 
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Tulibaeva, Selim Oktan, Bilal Chelik and others, the political, socio-economic and cultural life of the 
khanate, palace positions, the geographical location of the country, the lifestyle and customs of the 
population - issues related to customs and trade relations were thoroughly analyzed. 


Problems of studying the economy of the colonial period. It is known that one of the two main 
economic goals of Turkestan during the colonial period of the Russian Empire was to turn the country 
into a region that supplies cheap raw materials. Sources that serve to illuminate the history of this 
period (archive documents, reports, statistical collections, memoirs, maps, etc.) There are also new 
sources and methods used by foreign researchers in studying the economic history of this period. 


the expansion of cotton lands was carried out at the cost of available water resources and food growing 
land in the country. Special attention should be paid to the fact that this had a very negative effect on 
the economic life of the Turkestan population at the beginning of the 20th century . Although many 
studies have covered the empire's cotton policy in Turkestan and the transport of other wealth to the 
center of the empire. However, it should be noted that its impact on the economic life of the country's 
population, the aggravation of food shortages, and the reason for the terrible famines in the early 
period of the Bolshevik rule were not covered. For example, Japanese researcher Akira Ueda reveals 
this very issue in his research entitled "Economic history of Fergana region in 1876-1929". He carried 
out his research with the help of "GAT" (GIS) - geographic information system, together with 
available sources. That is, by including the statistical data on the Ferghana Valley during the empire 
and the Soviet era into the GAT maps, he made a comparative analysis of the state of fertility of the 
land, the number of inhabitants in each village, the amount of cultivated crops and other changes over 
the years ‘88’ Or Beatrice Penati revealed the economic status of the population and economic changes 
in Turkestan through a comparative analysis of the quality of food of the people in the historical period 
before and after 1917. Of course, in order to carry out the above research, it is necessary for young 
Uzbek researchers to have not only historical, but also knowledge of economics and the use of 
information technologies. 


Also, it would be a one-sided view to assess the emergence of railways, banks, factories, and big 
capitalists in Turkestan as positive changes in the economic sphere. Because, first of all, it is necessary 
to take into account that the railways in the country are organized to carry out the tasks of transporting 
wealth, and banks are used for the development of the cotton industry, and factories are organized only 
for the packaging of raw materials, and their role in other matters is of secondary importance. 


The appearance of large Uzbek investors (capitalists) in Turkestan at the beginning of the 20th century, 
and the study of their historical path, are considered to be little-revealed aspects of the economic 
history of this period. For example, when we study the economic history of the Soviet era, we mainly 
study the land-water policy, the subjugation of landowners. However, there are few studies on how the 
investments of industrialists such as Obidjon Mahmudov and Mirkomilboy Mirmominboev were 
liquidated by the Bolshevik authorities. 


‘88 UEDA A. Economic Conditions in the Ferghana Valley during the Critical Years, 1917-1929 //Journal of Asian 
Network for GIS-based Historical Studies Vol. - 2014. - T. 22. - S. 31; Ueda A. Geographic information system (gis) and 
Uzbekistan history - 2022. - T. 1.—no. 01.—S. 180-185. 
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The economic history of the Soviet era can be said to be one of the most studied and covered topics 
compared to other historical periods. However, the emphasis is on covering the history of the stages of 
development of industries such as heavy or light industry throughout the republic, or on the example of 
a specific region. In this case, statistical archival data often occupy the main scope of the research. It 
can be said that in order to understand the economic policy of the Soviet government, which is 
considered a short but complex period, it is not enough to have only archival documents and statistical 
data in the hands of the researcher. For example, in order to analyze such issues as NEP (New 
Economic Policy), collectivization, planned economy, it is necessary to study together with the ideas 
of this period and the issues of the political management system . Also, one of the important problems 
is the lack of oral history information in covering the economic history of the Soviet period and the 
first period of independence. Especially in the study of the history of the economic life of the 
population, oral history provides us with a large amount of analytical data. In this regard, priority 
should be given to conducting various surveys among the population living in rural areas. Because, as 
we move away from this period, the possibility of using this research method becomes limited. 


Problems of the history of the economy of the independence period. While we are celebrating the 
30th anniversary of getting rid of the planned economy of Soviet colonialism, we have not been able to 
fully transition to a market economy. Just as economics inherited the laws of the Soviet era, so the 
approaches of Soviet historiography in this regard became a tradition in covering the economic history 
of the period of independence. In other words, this quarter-century historical period was only one- 
sidedly and blindly covered in research. Of course, this situation is explained by the political situation 
of this period. It can be said that the unbiased coverage of the economy of this short historical period is 
one of the urgent problems of science. 


Conclusion and the problem of training specialists: Today in the world, the science of economic 
history has been formed as a separate branch of science, and training of specialists in this direction has 
been started in European higher education institutions. In 1926, a magazine called "Economic History 
Review" dedicated to economic history began to be published in Great Britain, and today the number 
of such magazines has increased significantly. English, German, French and Russian schools can be 
recognized separately in the historiography of this subject. In Russian historiography, the volume of 
works devoted to the study of the history of agrarian issues is greater. It is probably for this reason that 
the history of the economy of Turkestan during the Soviet period consists mainly of researches carried 
out within the agrarian sphere. The historiography of foreign economic history shows that. We can see 
that along with historians, economists also dealt with this field ane However, in our opinion, economic 
history should not be written only by an economist or a historian. As we mentioned above, this is an 
interdisciplinary science and the researcher must have knowledge of both disciplines. For this reason, 
we can see that the work of many historians who have written about economics is mostly filled with 
statistical data. This is especially evident in the works of the Soviet and independence eras ‘''*. Also, 


“ Myxammeyos M.M., Ymapos A.3. SkoHomMuecKad ucTopus Y3Gexuctana. TamKent. 2022; M.M. Y36exuctou 
MKTHCOAMETHHUH Tapuxu: AMup Temyp aBpuyaH TO xo3upru kyHra Kaylap. Tomkeur. 2022. 


TOOXKeHHe HU JBMDKeHHe HaposHbIx Macc). Tawukent, 1991; Tunaep 3.P. MyctakwimK Musapuya Y30ekucTOHHHHT 
WKTMMOWM-UKTMCOAMM Ba MafaHuii xaéTuparu Y3rapuliap (OKaHyOuli BuNoaTIap Mucommya) T. -2010; Paxumos B. 
Y30eKHCTOHHMHT MyCTaKHIUIMK HMapuya WKTUMOMii-uKTHCO_MM Ba MagaHuii xaéru (Cypxonsapé BuOATH MucomMya 
1991-2005ni1.) C. -2008. 
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the lack of knowledge of economic laws causes deficiencies in the analysis and drawing conclusions 
on issues related to the history of the economy. Economists can only be engaged in covering the 
history of economics. However, a history written by an economist who does not have historical 
knowledge can lead to not only historical but also political error. For example, i-f.d. prof. 
Mukhammedov's monograph " History of the economy of Uzbekistan: from the time of Amir Temur to 
the present day " was written by economist academician K. Abdurahmanov " described" "in the 
monograph that all the khanates in the Movoraunnahr region voluntarily joined the Soviet Union after 
being freed from the colonialism of Tsarist Russia, and its causes and consequences are described in 
detail . Of course, such erroneous ideas cannot be found in scientific literature and textbooks. For this 
reason , one of the problems faced by this science is to hire specialists who have in-depth 
interdisciplinary knowledge in economic history research. 
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